
 
Tosca  
 
We were hoping  
you might think 
things through, 
try to get over it. 
 
No matter your  
beloved Cavaradossi  
lies executed 
at your feet, 
 
Liberty is in the air, 
Art will prevail and 
you, luscious diva, 
can love again. 
 
Floria, stop! Let 
fly your faith to 
unfetter hope. Just 
this time, please — 
 
please don’t jump. Fling 
that nasty Spoletta 
off the parapet instead. 
Capisce? 
	
  
	
  
Literary	
  Review	
  of	
  Canada,	
  Vol.	
  21,	
  No.	
  6,	
  July/August	
  2013,	
  p.	
  17	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Victorien	
  Sardou’s	
  successful	
  play	
  featuring	
  Sandra	
  
Bernhardt	
  as	
  the	
  fictional	
  diva,	
  Floria	
  Tosca,	
  spawned	
  
opera	
  music	
  by	
  Giacomo	
  Puccini	
  for	
  libretto	
  written	
  by	
  
Luigi	
  Illica	
  and	
  Giuseppe	
  Giacosa.	
  Puccini’s	
  Tosca	
  has	
  been	
  
a	
  popular	
  opera	
  favourite	
  since	
  its	
  first	
  performance	
  at	
  
Rome	
  in	
  1900.	
  


